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into his conduct, and when perhaps the result of

that inquiry would be his own complete disgrace.
.This practice was intirely unknown to former par-
liaments, and contrary to the established practice of
the house of commons; but it would be a very con-
venient thing to the minister if lie could establish
this novel practice; for it tended to conceal his
Wanders, and to prevent the house from recording*
his incapacity. We should find that it was the con-
stant practice of parliament in all former wars, when
such information was moved for, to grant it in the
first instance. This was the constant practice of
Lord North during the American war. No papers
were then withheld from the house, except such as
by their publication might create danger to the go-
vernment, or to the public : and such BO man of
sense would ever wish to be published. But the
reverse was the case with the present minister, for
he made it a standing rule to refuse every paper, ex-
cepting there was some proof that an inquiry ought
to follow the information, and that there was ground
to charge Administration with misconduct. With
the present minister, therefore, granting a paper
which conveyed any information was the same thing
as granting an inquiry. But in reality it was no
such thing ; he was not bound to move for an in-
quiry after these papers were granted; and that for
the plainest of all reasons, for the papers when they
appeared, might intirely justify the minister in his
conduct throughout the transactions to which the
papers relate; and therefore it was the interest of
the minister, if lie was conscious he had acted well,
to be eager to produce these papers. This war was
said to be different from any other in which this
country had ever been engaged. Certainly the man-
ner in conducting it would lead us to think so ; and
the manner in which information was refused in this
war, was very different from what had ever taken
place before. This was the only war in which the
misconduct of ministers was never to be made the